
Higher-order Metaphysics Ted Sider, Spring 2020
Fridays 9:50–12:50

Description

This will be a graduate seminar on metaphysical issues connected with
higher-order languages, including questions about the status of such lan-
guages, questions that can be formulated using such languages, and ques-
tions about how higher-order metaphysics connects with other meta-
physical paradigms.

In a sense this will be an introductory course. Higher-order metaphysics
is a rich and active area of research, but it has a high “price of entry”:
many of the papers in the area are technically demanding, and presup-
pose familiarity with various issues in logic, philosophy of logic, and
philosophy of mathematics. I will start at the very beginning, and in-
troduce all the background necessary for understanding this literature.
The background will be covered in enough detail so that students will
really understand what is going on, but the course won’t get dauntingly
technical—my goal is to make it accessible to any graduate student in
philosophy.

Requirements

If taking for research credit: either two short (roughly 10–12 pages) pa-
pers, due 3/27 and 5/13, or one term paper (roughly 20 pages), due 5/13.
If not taking for research credit: two short expository papers (roughly
6–8 pages), due 3/27 and 5/13.

Readings

Most readings will be available on the Sakai site for the course:

https://sakai.rutgers.edu/x/i54Ks2

(In addition to the course readings, I recommend Bennett and Gorovitz’s
“Improving Academic Writing”.) In addition to the required reading,
the schedule includes a lot of further reading (“background”, “further
background”, “further reading”), which is all optional, to varying de-
grees.

https://sakai.rutgers.edu/x/i54Ks2


Tentative schedule

This schedule will almost certainly change.

1/24–2/21 Formal preliminaries. Crash course (website)

Background: Sider (2010, Chapter 1, Chapter 2, sections 2.1–2.3); Gamut
(1991, 4.1, 4.2, 4.4); Heim and Kratzer (1998, chapter 2); Fritz (2017)

Further Background: Enderton (1977, chapters 1, 2); Shapiro (1991,
Part II); Stalnaker (1977)

2/28–3/13 Defenses of irreducibly higher-order quanti�cation. Boolos (1984);
Prior (1971); Rayo and Yablo (2001); Williamson (2003); Sider (2011,
sections 9.12, 9.15)

Background: Lewis (1991, section 3.2)

Further Background: Boolos (1975)

FurtherReading: Boolos (1985); Hazen (1993); Moltmann (2016); Turner
(2015)

3/27–4/3 Grain. Dorr (2016)

Further Reading: Wilhelm (2020a,b,c)

4/10 Ground. Fritz (2019)

Further Reading: Fritz (forthcoming)

4/17 Necessitism. Williamson (2013, sections 4.1, 5.1, 6.1–6.4)

Background: Williamson (2013, Preface, chapter 1)

FurtherBackground: Williamson (2013, chapter 5); Sider (2010, chap-
ters 6, 9, excerpts—background on modal logic)

Further Reading: Goodman (2017a)

4/24 Fundamentality? Bacon (forthcoming); Goodman (2017b)

5/1 De�ning necessity? Bacon (2018)

5/8 (tentative makeup) Opacity? Caie et al. (forthcoming); Bacon and Russell
(forthcoming)

http://tedsider.org/teaching/higher_order_20/higher_order_crash_course.pdf
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